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disliked by the European community at Calcutta. Apprehen-
sion was felt by the Anglo-Indian press lest the absence of the
State departments from the capital should lessen the oppor-
tunities of obtaining accurate knowledge on political and
economic subjects, and so shut off the access to official infor-
mation. But the dissatisfaction proved to be temporary and
. transient, and it was soon recognized that the country would
be the gainer if the Government should for a part of the
year escape from the disadvantages of a tropical climate,
especially as its members would be at. the capital during
the brisk season, when there is most to be seen heard and
learnt. The provincial Government of the Panjab, too, could
be summoned to Simla, and thus the Governor-General and
his Council would be "en rapport" with one of the most
important among the provinces. Simla itself has not, indeed,
such important accessories as those possessed by some of the
Indian sanitaria. It has no great industries close at hand like
the tea cultivation near Darjiling in the eastern Himalayas,
or the coffee plantations in the Nilgiris. It is not sur-
rounded with very important political associations like Maha-
bleshwar in the Deccan. But it is in the midst of the pro-
tected Hill States inhabited sparsely by a population not
to be surpassed in the whole empire for loyalty and con-
tentment. Its scenery is not only attractive to the artist,
but also interesting to every man of thought and culture.
Its situation is upon a ridge which divides the drainage of the
Jamna and the Satlej, and actually constitutes the water-parting
for two great seas, namely, the Bay of Bengal and the Indian
Ocean. From its summits is to be seen the great view of
the Satlej separating the Panjab from the rest of India and
passing through a territory marked by decisive events from
the days of the early Hindus, the Greek invaders and the
Muhammadan conquerors. The imposing aspect of the place
and of its neighbourhood elevates the imagination, braces the
faculties, and assists the mind in forming large conceptions.
The natural beauty is not of an enervating character; on the
contrary, the weather is often severe and the atmospheric
phenomena are impressive. Few places so beautiful as Simla